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e “Secondly, it was not a mistake or a miracle of hearing, in contrast to speaking, so

that the audience supposed that the believers spoke in other languages when they
did not.’™ Some of Luke’s statements seem to support this theory: ‘each one heard
them speaking in his own language’ (6); ‘how is it that each of us hears them in his
own native language?’ (8); and ‘we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our
own tongues!’ (11). When, however, Luke writes his own descriptive narrative, he

puts the matter beyond dispute: they ‘began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit

15 E.g. ‘many present thought they recognized words of praise to God in other languages’ (Dunn, Jesus, pp.

151f).
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enabled them’, (4). Glossolalia was indeed a phenomenon of hearing, but only

because it was first a phenomenon of speech.!
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! Stott, J. R. W. (1994). The message of Acts: the Spirit, the church & the world (p. 66). InterVarsity Press.
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